
 
 

HUMAN TOXICOLOGY AND EHSRC  
RESEARCH SEMINAR (TOX:7180) FOR FALL 2026 

 
Time: Friday 11:00 am 

Location: 2117 MERF (unless otherwise noted) 
 
 
August 28 Recognition of Human Toxicology Program Leadership 
 Peter S. Thorne, PhD 

University of Iowa Distinguished Chair 
Professor of Occupational and Environmental Health 
College of Public Health, University of Iowa 
 

 Larry Robertson, PhD, MPH 
 Professor Emeritus of Occupational and Environmental Health 
 College of Public Health, University of Iowa 
 
 Gabriele Ludewig, MS, PhD 
 Professor Emerita of Occupational and Environmental Health 
 College of Public Health, University of Iowa 
 
 
September 4  Developing Microphysiological Systems for Airway Biology and 

Disease  
 Yuliang Xie, PhD 
 Assistant Professor of Biomedical Engineering 
 College of Engineering, University of Iowa 
 
 
September 11  Breathing Plastics: Toxicity of Airborne Micro- and Nanoplastics 

(MNPs) and Their Metal-Bound Complexes 
 Jong Sung Kim, MS, PhD  
 Associate Professor of Occupational and Environmental Health 
 College of Public Health, University of Iowa 
 
September 18  P30 Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers Meeting 
 No seminar 
 
 
September 25  PFAS & Pesticides: An Underappreciated Source of Contamination? 
 Audrey Tran Lam, MPH 
 Environmental Health Program Director 
 Center for Energy & Environmental Education 
 University of Northern Iowa 
 
 



 
 
October 2  AllOfUs Research Workbench Training 
 Alejandro Comellas Freymond, MD 
 Clinical Professor of Internal Medicine – Pulmonary, Critical Care and 

Occupational Medicine 
 Director, Clinical Research Support, Institute for Clinical and 

Translational Science (ICTS) 
 Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 
 Heath Davis, MS, PMP FAMIA 
 Associate Director for Biomedical Informatics, ICTS 
 Senior Information Technology Director 
 Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 
 
October 9 Environment is Medicine 
 Robert O. Wright, MD, MPH 
   Ethel H. Wise Chair, Department of Environmental Medicine 

Co-Director, Institute for Exposomic Research 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
New York, NY 

 
 
October 16  Ceramide Induced Lipotoxicity in Metabolic Health 
 Bhagirath Chaurasia, PhD 

Associate Professor, Division of Endocrinology 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa  

 Note different location: 1117 MERF 
 
 
October 23  CS-SOT Meeting  

University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 
 
 
October 30  From Raw Data to Discovery: Accelerating Your Research with IIHG 

Bioinformatics 
 Michael Chimenti, PhD 
 Director of Bioinformatics, Iowa Institute of Human Genetics (IIHG) 
 Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 
 
November 6  How to Design Robust Neurodevelopmental Research using the 

HawkIDDRC Developmental Genetics/Epigenetics Core 
Hanna Stevens, MD, PhD 
Professor of Psychiatry 
Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 



 
 
 
 
November 13  Unveiling Organ Crosstalk via Circulating Metabolite Exchange at 

the Whole-Body Level 
 Hosung Bae, PhD 
 Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine – Endocrinology and 

Metabolism 
 Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 Note different location: 283 Seebohm 
 
 
November 20  The Airway Epithelial Responses to Residential Exposures in 

People with Sarcoidosis 
 Alejandro Pezzulo Colmenares, MD 
 Associate Professor of Internal Medicine – Pulmonary, Critical Care and 

Occupational Medicine 
 Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 
 
December 4  Biology of Airway Basal Cells in Lung Transplantation 
 Kalpaj Parekh, MBBS 

Nicholas P. Rossi Endowed Professor, Chair and DEO 
Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 

 
 
December 11  Assessing Microplastics, Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances, and 

other Contaminants of Global Concern in the Environment 
 Shannon Meppelink, MS 
 Physical Scientist 
 US Geological Survey 
 Central Midwest Water Science Center 
 Iowa City, IA 


